[Your Name and Address here]
[Date]

Councillor Keith Hudson

Cabinet Member and Portfolio Holder for Planning and Transportation

Rochford District Council

Council Offices, South Street, Rochford, Essex SS4 1BW
Dear Councillor Hudson

I understand that last year you asked the Echo to publish that you wanted 365 new houses to be built in Hawkwell West.  I am writing to object in the strongest possible terms to your proposal.

I [moved to] [chose to live] in Hawkwell West because [use own words].  Your proposal would destroy that for me and hundreds of other families. 

You say in a recent letter that we need more houses locally to meet the demand from our children as we benefit from longer lives. I do not agree with your reasoning because our children stay in the family home longer and then move to other areas of the country and even the world.

I understand that three main sites have been put forward for these 365 houses to be built on.  A field adjoining Mount Bovers Lane, a multi owned site from behind the factories in Main Road right up to Clements Hall Way (Thorpe Road) and a site comprising fields behind Rectory Road and the Magees Mushroom Factory (Windsor Gardens/Rectory Road).

I understand that you and your colleagues on the Planning Policy Committee have recently visited these sites.  I want to tell you the main reasons why none of these are appropriate or sustainable development areas. 

The B1013 feeds all of these sites and the traffic on that road is already at the volume of 16,000 vehicle movements per day.  An increase would be unacceptable and there is no possibility of the road infrastructure being improved by Essex County Council. The Nursery Corner roundabout is a bottleneck and the existing tailbacks are evident to everyone. Apart from a hair brained idea from someone at the Parish Council to put in a spur road from Ironwell Lane to the B1013. Again there is no reasonable prospect of sustainable or affordable road improvements.

Mount Bovers - this site is currently designated part of a conservation area by your Council and there is no reason for this to be changed.

Thorpe Road - there is high biodiversity in this area with rare species present and ecological surveys are planned with the purpose of raising a statutory protected area.  There is also a large area of trees protected by TPO's.

Windsor Gardens/Thorpe Road - the access via Windsor Gardens is actually a bridleway and it opens on to a difficult bend in Rectory Road. Rectory Road cannot take anymore traffic because of the impact it would cause on adjoining residents and there is hard evidence of recent flooding because the area is in the flood plain.

I hope that this brief letter has explained to you why I am objecting to your proposal for 365 new houses in Hawkwell West. 

If you or your colleagues continue to wish to proceed in this way will you please call a public meeting to say why.  You should already know that the vast majority of the 4000 residents of Hawkwell West do not agree and they promise to fight this until it is withdrawn.

Sincerely
An Other
Copy to The Planning Policy Sub Committee at RDC 

Carole Weston (Hockley)

John Pullen (Rayleigh)

Chris Black (Rayleigh)

Trevor Goodwin (Great Wakering)

Keith Gordon (Rochford)

